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My name is Maggie Moroff and I coordinate the ARISE Coalition, a group of parents, advocates, 
educators, academics, and other stakeholders focused on the day-to-day experiences and long-
term outcomes of students with disabilities in New York City public schools.  Our members have 
been working together for the past 12 years to provide a collective voice in support of NYC’s 
220,000 students with disabilities.   I’m here today to speak about the importance of ensuring 
that the budget protects mandated instruction and services and key supports for students with 
disabilities. 
 
First, we cannot impress strongly enough how critical preserving Fair Student Funding is to our 
students with disabilities as the primary source of funding for instruction for all students, 
including students with disabilities, in non-specialized schools.  We already hear from schools 
that they do not have enough funding to provide students with the Integrated Co-Teaching or 
special education classes mandated on students’ IEPs.  We understand the City’s budget 
challenges, but the City must ensure students not only get their mandated instruction but get 
the support they need to make up for months of missed in-person services when school 
buildings reopen.  The final budget must reject the proposed $100 million cut to FSF. 
 
Next, we are concerned about the proposed $40 million cut to School Allocation Memoranda.  
While the City has not specified which programs will be cut, this funding stream pays for a 
number of supports important for students with disabilities including related services like 
speech and counseling; specialized programs like the ASD Nest program for children with 
autism, bilingual special education programs, and the new early childhood literacy program; 
supports for students in District 75 schools; and the Literacy for All program that is working to 
help students read on grade level by the end of 2nd grade. 
 
Last year, the City Council and the Mayor made great strides in addressing the appalling state of 
school accessibility in NYC when they committed $750 million to improving school accessibility 
in the 2020-2024 Capital Budget.   As the City revisits the Capital Plan, we urge the Council to 
ensure that any revised plans protect the full funding the City committed to making schools 
accessible for students, teachers, and parents with physical disabilities.  Thirty years since the 
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passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is critical for the City to continue addressing 
the appalling lack of accessibility that prevents so many with physical disabilities from entering 
and fully becoming a part of the community at the vast majority of New York City schools.  
 
Additionally, our members are gravely concerned about the City’s preschoolers with disabilities 
who require preschool special education classes, but do not have placements because of the 
current shortage of seats. ARISE members call upon the City to ensure a special education 
placement for every preschool-aged child with an IEP that mandates such a seat.  Hundreds of 
preschoolers with disabilities were sitting at home in violation of their legal rights prior to the 
pandemic.  When students return to school, every preschooler with a disability whose IEP 
requires a special class seat must have one.  Logic dictates, and research shows that early 
childhood education can offer critical academic and social-emotional support to all students 
setting them up for future school success.  We recognize that the current administration has 
worked hard to increase access to early childhood programs through 3-K and Pre-K for all 
programs, and for that we are grateful.  However, we also note with great consternation that 
too many children with more significant disabilities who have IEPs requiring more specialized 
settings have essentially been left out of those efforts because there simply aren’t enough seats 
in the special education classes they need – seats where those students can receive the 
targeted academic and social-emotional supports they require.  The budget must include 
sufficient funding for the City to open more preschool special education classes or to support 
community-based organizations to do so.  While we appreciate the salary parity agreement in 
last year’s budget for 3-K and Pre-K teachers, the agreement left out preschool special 
education class teachers at CBOs, making it likely that they will leave preschool special 
education classes for other teaching jobs unless the City intervenes.  
 
And lastly, during the months that students have been learning remotely, multitudes of students with 
disabilities have gone and will continue to go without many of the special education services they are 
legally entitled  to receive.  The Fiscal Year 2021 budget must include dedicated  funds  to ensure that 
those students will be able to receive those missed services as soon as feasible.   

 
I appreciate the opportunity to have spoken with you today.  I am, of course, available to 
answer any questions you may have about my testimony. 
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SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Adaptive Design Association • Advocates for Children of New York • AHRC New York City • The 
Bronx Defenders • Bronx Independent Living Services • Brooklyn Center for the Independence of 
the Disabled • Brooklyn Defender Services • Center for Hearing and Communication • Center for 

the Independence of the Disabled, New York • Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York • 
Citywide Council on High Schools • Citywide Council on Special Education • Citywide District 75 
Council • Coalition for Educational Justice • Collaborative for Inclusive Education • The Cooke 

School and Institute • Disability Rights New York • Dyslexia (Plus) Task Force • The Go Project • 
Goddard Riverside Community Center • INCLUDEnyc • The Learning Disabilities Association of New 

York State • Lenox Hill Neighborhood House • The Mental Health Association of New York • 
Metropolitan Parent Center of Sinergia, Inc. • Mobilization for Justice, Inc. • National Economic and 
Social Rights Initiative • New Alternatives for Children • New York Lawyers for the Public Interest • 

New York Legal Assistance Group • New York Performance Standards Consortium • Parents for 
Inclusive Education • Parent to Parent of New York State • Parent to Parent New York, Inc. • 
Partnership for the Homeless, Education Rights Project • Promise Project • Teachers College 

Inclusive Classrooms Project • Teach For America – New York • United Federation of Teachers • 
United We Stand • Unity Preparatory Charter School of Brooklyn • Vibrant Emotional Health • 

Wishes of Literacy 

 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
 

Ursula Abbott Connolly • Cathy Albisa • Steven J. Alizio, Esq., M.S.Ed • Mark Alter, Steinhardt School 
of Culture, Education & Human Development, New York University • David C. Bloomfield, Professor 
of Education, Brooklyn College and The CUNY Graduate Center • Bay Brown • Tamesha Coleman • 

Ziograin (Zio) Correa, Sr., M.S.Ed • April Coughlin, School of Education, SUNY New Paltz • Susan 
Crawford, Director, The Right to Read Project • Sahre Davis, Parent/Community Advocate • Amber 

Decker, Peer Family Advocate • Ruth DiRoma • Richard and Lora Ellenson • Yuvania Espino • Esther 
Klein Friedman, Ph. D • Ramona Garcia • Ruth Genn • Olga C. Gonzalez • Jay Gottlieb, New York 

University • Tiesha Groover • Emily Hellstrom • Paul Hutchinson • Patricia Jewett • Donna Johnson 
• Revere Joyce • Joseph Karam • Jeannine Kiely • Laura Kennedy • Rebecca Kostyuchenko • 

Mylinda Lee • NeQuan C. McLean • Aurelia Mack • Matthew Mandelbaum • Shelly McGuinness • 
Diana Mendez • Rodrigo Mora • Elise Murphy • Srikala Naraian, Department of Curriculum and 

Teaching, Teachers College, Columbia University • Dana Neider • Michelle Noris • Kathleen Nowak • 
Jaclyn Okin Barney, Esq. • Samantha Pownall • Cathy Rikhye, Ed.D., Department of Curriculum and 
Teaching, Teachers College, Columbia University • Raphael Rivas • Melanie Rivera-Mora • Marilyn 

Rubinstein • Miguel L. Salazar • Jennifer and Peter Sellar • Iriss Shimony • Jon Sigall • Jo Anne 
Simon, Jo Anne Simon, P.C. • Karin Spraggs • Mark Surabian, MA, ATP, Instructor, Assistive 

Technologies, Pace Graduate School of Education • Tanzea Taylor • Constance Van Rolleghen • 
RueZalia Watkins • Chevion Weaks-Lopez, Queens High School Presidents’ Council • 
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