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ARISE is a coalition of parents, educators and 
other supporters of students with special 

needs seeking to improve day-to-day 
experiences and long-term outcomes and 

options for all students.



Overview

Expert Panel

Questions from Audience

Share Your Story!

Wrap Up



Who’s in our Audience?

A) Parent

B) Teacher

C) Student

D) Advocate



A) No Experience

B) Very Litt le 

Experience

C) Some Experience

D) Lots Of Experience

How Much Experience Do You Have 

with Assistive Technology (“AT”)? 



IDEA: 

“Any item, piece of equipment, or product 

system…that is used to increase , maintain, or 

improve the functional capabil i t ies of a chi ld 

with a disabi l i ty.” (20 U.S .C . § 1401(1)(A) )

What is Assistive Technology (“AT”)?



What is Assistive Technology (“AT”)?



What Does AT Look Like?



Students with Input Chal lenges

Students with Process ing Chal lenges

Students with Output Chal lenges

Who Does AT Benefit?



“ A s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  a  c r u t c h ”

“ C o m m u n i c a t i o n  d e v i c e s  l i m i t  s p e e c h  d e ve l o p m e n t ”

“ H a n d w r i t i n g  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t y p i n g ”

“ R e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  a r e  t h e  o n l y  p a t h s  t o  l e a r n i n g ”

“ P a p e r- b o o k s  a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  d i g i t a l  t e x t s ”

“ AT  i s  o n l y  f o r  t h e  c l a s s ro o m ”

“ AT  l i m i t e d  t o  K - 1 2  e d u c a t i o n ”

Common Misconceptions About AT Use



I t  makes curriculum access ible

I t  provides opportunit ies to part ic ipate

It  bui lds learner conf idence

It enables independent work & learning

How Does AT Impact Learning & 

Classroom Participation?



I t ’s  not the AT that makes the most 

s igni f icant change ,

I t ’s  the knowledge that more paths to 

learning exist .

User Experiences Navigating AT 



Teacher’s Role in the Use of AT

• Begin the process for AT , g ive feedback on its 

select ion, guide its  implementat ion 

• Prepare c lassrooms, col lect materia ls , adopt 

strategies for ef fect ive use



Parent  and Teacher Tra in ing

Ef fect ive Classroom Implementat ion

Suppor t  for Teachers  as  Gatekeepers

Obstacles To Using AT Inside & 

Outside The Classroom



Securing AT:  The Law

The Department of Education (DOE) is responsible for 

providing AT devices and services at no cost to the 

student or parent if the need for AT is indicated on the 

child’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).



Securing AT:  The Process

Request by Parent, School Staff, 
or IEP Team

Evaluation and Trial Period with 
AT Device

IEP Meeting/Implementation

Annual Review /Reevaluation



Before IEP Meeting

In Every IEP Meeting

In Every Fol low Up Conversation

When Should Parents Discuss AT

with IEP Team?



DOE vs Private Evaluations



AT Checkbox

Parent Concerns

Recommended 

Programs and 

Services

Where is AT found on a 

Student’s IEP?



Testing 

Accommodations

Annual Goals



At every stage of the process

Students must be engaged with the chosen AT

for it  to have any impact

When Should Students’ Be 

Included in the AT Process?



• 60 calendar days to Conduct Evaluat ion 

• 60 school days from consent to provide device 

i f  warranted

• Tria l  period with device (varies)

• Other resources avai lable whi le wait ing

How Long Does it Take to Receive 

an AT Device?



ADVOCACY 

TIPS

 Write IEP’s that focus on barriers to 
participation, not diagnoses

 Demand that keyboards have the same 
role as pencils in education

 Insist that NYS require all teacher prep 
programs offer AT training

 Ask that all IEP Coordinators, 
Psychologists, Administrators learn the 
value of AT for accessible learning

 Celebrate Universal Design for Learning

 Presume Competence,  Always.



Questions?



Share your 

story!!

PARENT SPEAK OUT


